A 


NARRATIVE 


| or ru Fre | 
' BRITISH EMBASSY  _ 


CHINA, 


NARRATIVE 
BRITISH EMBASSY 
CHINA, 

IN THE YBARS 1792, 1793, AND 17943 


_—_conTaniing 


THE VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE EMBASSY, 
CUSTOMS AND MANNERS OF THE CHINESE 3 
— TOWNS, CITIBS, Ac. . 

| nnn : 
Dr ZNEAS ANDERSON, 
THREW un THE SERVICE OF BIS EXCELLENCY EARL MACARTHEY, . 2. 


AMBASS4ADOE FROM THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN 
- * T@ THE BMFEROR OF CHING. | 


DUBLIN: 
—ů— 
| Princev by William Porter, | 
| Fon P. Wocan, P. Brunn, W. Jonnrs, N. Dvanars, 
n G. Nenn, Nr Jun. 


1 * 
| 3 * 1 
- j : 
. by - 


2232 LEP 


<4 


PREFACE. 


A embafy to China wis a new event in 
the diplomatic hiſtory of this country, and very 
it: for, without conſidering the great commer- 
cal object it had 6 . 
parts of that empire, and the — no- 
velty which muſt be produced by any authentic 
hiſtory of it, would irrefiſtibly attract the atten- . 
civiliſed nation in the world, whole jealous laws 
forbid the intruſion | of any other people. 


: It is not my defen to examine thoſe writers 

who have preceded me on the eq of China: 
| it is not for mo to point out their contradictions, 
or dilplay their fabulous interpolations—my 
only buſineſs is to relate what I ſaw in the courſe 
of this embally, in every part of which I had 
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| FEES attend Lord Macartney, who wis 


appointed to be the repreſentative of his Britan- 
nic Majeſty at the Court of Pekin. 


The diſadvantages which oppreſs the trade of 
European countries with China are well known, 
and to temove them in behalf of our own, was an 


object well worthy the attentive wiſdom of our go- 


vernment. It was not, however, a mere ſpecula- 


tive project; as a ſufficient intimation had been 
made to the Court of London, that an Ambaſſador 


from thence would be graciouſly received by 


the Emperor of China: miniſters, therefore, 
afted with a ſtrict political attention to the com- 
mercial intereſts of this country, by preparing 


an embaſſy, ſuited to the dignity of the Court 
of Great Britain, and fired out in a manner to 


attract the attention of the Chineſe people, as 
well as to command the reſpect, and ſecure the 


regard of the Court of Pekin. 


cordingiy, N with the 


important character of miniſter from this coun- 
try to the Empire of China : a man whoſe ſu- 


perior talents, amiable manners, ſhrewd fagacity 


and active perſeverance qualified him, in a pre- 


eminent degree, to forward the important ob- 
. | jets 
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Jess of his miſſion: W 
of that able, excellent, and accompliſhed man, 
which happened on his voyage, thwarted the 
progreſs of the embaſſy he was appointed to 
conduct; and as no perſon had been named 
in the King's commiſſion, to ſucceed to his 
diplomatic office, if he ſhould not reach the 
place of his deſtination, that embaſſy died with 
dim; and may be ſaid to have been buried on 
the diſtant ſhore where his aſhes repoſe, 


\ 


en. 
however, to be turned afide from fuch an im- 
portant, national object as a commercial alliance 
| between the Courts of London and Pekin: the 
character of Ambaſſador to China was accord- 
mas reappointed in fuck » manner as became 


a, A. Ad. iq... 


r 
anziqus care and liberal attention of government 
10 this diplomatic miſſiom than it deſerves. "The 
tuperigs talents which direct the board of con- 


 toul, and the commercial ſpirit which avimates 
We direction of the Eaſt India Company, h. 
53 

| deſerved 
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deſerved fuecels, if they did not obtain it. No 
narrow, or ſordid views, mingled with the prepa- | 


rations of it : the means of exterior figure, and 
the, allurements of national productions, in 
every branch of art, ſcience, and manufacture, 
were amply fupplied ; and though the embaily 
has failed in its object, its failure cannot be at- 
tributed to thoſe who framed and faſhioned it in 


this country, and {et it forwind © it" G. 
deſtination, 


 currences which I heard from thoſe,” whoſe au- 
_ thority it would be impertinence, to ſay no 


worſe, in me to reſiſt. My deſign is to attempt 
no more than I am qualified to fulfil ; a ad this 
volume will be more particularly found to con- 
tain a faithful account of the Britiſh embaſly, 
with its progreſs through China, from the time 
that the Lion man of war, and the Hindoſtan 
Eaſt-India Company's ſhip, anchored before 
Mettow, in the Yellow fea, to its arrival at Can- 
ton- This Narrative is faithfully given accord- 
ing to the beſt of my abilities, and from the 
moſt accurate obſervations in my power to 


make, during the journey of the embaſſy by 
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| eee os. | 
ing imagination, might give 10 their deſcription 
of the ſcenes through which: this volume will 


we ſee on the Chigeſs markfaiuces wht "ate 
imported into this couritsy, to deddrate the 
apartments of clegant opulence : but my prin- 
cipal obje is to give a ſtromg am accurtte out- 
———— 
riſque « ſuſpigion. that 5 —-V— 0/2 whea- 
tive imagination. Indeed, in 2 joummey, or.a 
. voyage, or þy whatever name it may :be dif- 
-tnguithed, of wpwards of two, thoumnd miles, 
ſome repetition muſt be expofted and forgiven, 
not only from a ſumitude of objects, but from 
the impoſſibility of diſplaying, by literal deſerip- 
to the page- Cities, towns and villages, moun- 
tains and.rogks, civers, canals and lakes, &c. &c. 
will oftentimes adwit of pothing more than 
general depowingtions. | - Bhe- regularity, alſo, 
63—— Wand am 
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in its progreſs ED through China, will give an occafs- 


onal uniformity to the narration, that may ſome- 
times check the intereſt which, I truſt, it will be 
aſſure the reader that, if unfortunately he ſhould 


not be always amuſed by this work, he will never 


de intentionally deceived; and the metit of 
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it; and have conſequently mentioned. places 


which have already been deſcribed by others, 
and are to be found in the volumes of modern 


| - geography ; bot I was adviſed by thoſe, on 
whoſe judgment I could very much rely, to 
. give this introdutory part of it, according to 

my own knowledge, and from the reſult of my 
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| I have alſo added the journal of the Lion and 
the Hindoſtan' from Chuſan to Canton, as it 
contains much curious and uſeful information 


. relative to the pavigation of a long range of the 
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of the ſeas that waſh them. — 
ton is ſo well known, that I have compreflad my 
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account of en The 


— "I | '2 


eee villages, &c. I have 


| a accortling to their ſounds, 


and as I was inſtructed by thoſe natives, whoſe 


1 hall offer no apology to my country for | 


tions of the late embaſſy to China, with fuch an 
account of the country and its inhabitants, as 
the circumſtances of it, and mode of travelling 


conſidered as infulting the public, to whom the 


. work is preſented : and, if it ſhould be found to 


contain nothing that can intereſt or amuſe the 
8 bw * as. public, 


— 


If this volume 
contains a faithful narrative of the public tranſac- 


through it, would allow ; an apology muſt be 


To theſe I have added 4 ſhort gleflary of fuck - 
Chineſe words and exprefſions, ace 
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But 1 indulge anf in 'better expettati- | 
as; nor am I without a flattering hope, that FI 
this volume cbatins information which will 
tif reaſcnable \cariofity, and enlarge the 
2 Tale known a5.the 
other nations of the gjoks. 
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LIST. 
GENTLEMEN 
8 COMPOSED THE RETINUE OF 
EARL MACARTNEY, 


| Sim George Stam, Br, Secretary 1 the be. 


to, fo eee. 2 
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The Ships hid ere empiged oth the Eh 


The Lion, of 64 guns, Sir Eraſmus Gower, Com- 

- mander; | 

The Hindoſtan Eaſt lndiaman, Opt. wen 
Mackintoſh, Commander; 


The Jackall brig for a tender, 
72 . 


een by ie 2 


1 6 
3 
, * 
— 


Freer MN 


A 


* 


ei ener Lim 


Mr. Cox, 4th. ditto——died at Chufan ; 

Mr. Ommaney, acting Lieutenant; 

Mr. Jackſon, Maſter of the Lion ; 

Mr. Saunders, Maſter s- mate; | | | 

Mr. Tippett, ditto ; | . 

— Mr. Simes, dino bee fromthe hip h), 2 

| Mr. Lowe, ditto ; | 

Mr. Roper, ditto ; | | 

1 3 (hs of Dr. Warren, 

dis Majeſty, Prince of Wales — 
Lieutenant; K 


Hon. Lord Mark Kerr, ſan of the Marquiz 
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all the articles that compoſe her portion are borne be- 
fore and behind her by different perſons of both ſexes, 
while others ſurround her, carrying flambeaux, even 
in the middle of the day.” The marriage ceremony, 
which I faw at Macao, had little in common with 


— void of truth. In different parts 
tenfive country, different cuſtoms may prevail ; and 
the power of huſbands over their wives may be ſuch 
render them maſters of their liberty, which 
ciſe, with ſeverity, if circumſta 
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Remarks an Beard bs My» s Ship the Lion. 
1993- by E. 3 or 4 leagues. At noon came to with the 
— coaſting anchor in 10 fathoms water—ſoft mud. 
1 Moderate and hazy. At half noon the Hindoſ- - 
0 tan came to. At 6 weighed: at 9 made the an- 
choring ſignal with a gun, and came to with the 
Sierre r 
from N. E. by E. to caſt: killed a bullock, weig 
_ 2qolbs. At 5 A. M. weighed and made . 2 
7 thoaled our water from g to 4 J. 17. and 4 4 fa- 
thoms water. At'8 came to in 7 fathoms water, 
F At half 


* and f ly. At half-paſt 3 P. M. 
airs qua „M. came to 
8 ws fs chews water, Tan- 
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At noon the in, company. 
1 js Cs. P. M. 5 made fail. Ay 
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with the * 
Terz. iſlands. North, ,3Jow rocky point 8. 5, E. 3 or 4 


N. miles. At 7 weighed and fail. At noon the 
Clarence joined us. 
„ Lide breezes and cloudy. P. M. tacked occaſionally. 


At half paſt 6 ſhortened il and came to with the 
coaſting anchor in 9 fathoms water, cape Cheatow 

E. by S. od hs life Philip Payne, ſeaman. 

At 5 A. M. committed his body to the deep, weigh- 

5 ed guid tacked occaſionally. , 
Friday 16. Moderate and cloudy P. M. at 2 came to with pp. the 
N. E L K ws et water, cape 
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eaſtermoſt of Coon Coon Sheen iſlands N. W. b N. | 
every 2 hours. A. M. hove to and hoiſted 


company. 
At 4 P. M. in iſt reef top-ſails extremes Sunday 
Low: crys 8. E. by E. A. M. 8 
from 1 13 to 16 fathoms water. At 7 
founded in 16 fathoms water, Hindoſtan 


S.. E. by E. to W. by S. diſtant 3 5. S. W. 
7, and ſounded in 30 fa- diſtant ? 
icht 280lbs. 5 


Pino weather, with 8 ſwell. P. M. at 3 Tueſday 
lb es RS tan 

0 8. 6 or 7 leagues. mi 

7 = wh as. E. fwell. hg FD 


W. 19 fathoms water. f 
Light airs, with a ſouth-eaſt ſwell. P. 3 
 fqually. At 4 cape Chanton N. W. +4 N. ſounded day 21. 

- In 16 fathoms water. „ A. M. 
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Remarks on Board the Lion, in Chuſan Harbour, 


1793. Moderate and fair. Er about the rigging ; 
— killed a bullock 286lks. A. M. Yawl watering; 
| . of received a bullock and 4 goats. Puniſhed John 
Sunday 8. Francis, ſeaman, with 12 laſhes, for theft. : 
Monday Light breezes and cloudy. A. M. Received water 


9. per launch ; rigged the top-maſt, Killed a bullock 
and 4 goats, 291lbs. received water per launch 
* Nr with heavy Light 
Tueſday Moderate „wi rain. A. M. Li 
0. winds and fair. People about the rigging and 
yards, caulking over the fide, launch 
ring; 
Wedneſ- Light airs and cloudy. Front... a 
rigging. A. M. Rouſed up the beſt bower 


day 21. 
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the Jackall's aſſiſtance, ſhe being on 
the harbour 


ranling the rigging. wed 21 
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' being the Emperor of China's birth-day ; killed a F 
. bullock and 4 goats. i 
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Fri Freſh breezes and cloudy. Carpenters | 

* lower deck ports and repairing the 144 
I" water, killed 2 bullocks weight 
307 0 

Saturday Weather as before. Employed working up junk, 
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bottom. A. M. Rain. Employed W 4 
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